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TWO MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
TALKING POINTS FOR 9118/03 NEW CONFERENCE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF MCCORMACK GIFT: 
• DR. WILLIAM MCCORMACK, A 1957 ALUMNUS, AND HIS WIFE, ANN, HAVE 
MADE A $2 MILLION COMMITMENT TO ESTABLISH TWO ENDOWED CHAIRS 
IN THE OGDEN COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING. THE NEW 
PROFESSORSH[PS WILL SUPPORT WKU'S PHYSICS AND BIOTECHNOLOGY 
PROGRAMS. ACADEMIC QUALITY! 
• THIS NEW COMMITMENT WAS MADE IN ADDITION TO THE MCCORMACKS ' 
2000 GIFT TO ESTABLISH AN ENDOWED PROFESSORSH[P IN THE SCIENCES 
AND SUPPORT THE KENTUCKY ACADEMY OF MATHEMATICS AND 
SCIENCE. 
• THE fN VESTfNG EN THE SPfR1T CAMPAIGN HAD A GOAL OF ESTABLISHING 25 
NEW ENDOWED FACULTY POSITIONS. THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF THE 
CAMPAIGN, A TOTAL OF 27 NEW PROFESSORSHIPS AND CHAIRS HAVE 
BEEN ESTABLISHED AND HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE UNTVERS ITY'S 
ENDOWMENT. THE MINIMUM AMOUNT NEEDED AT WESTERN FOR A 
PROFESSORSH[P IS $1 MILLION. A CHAIR REQUIRES 52 MILLION. THESE 
FUNDS WILL BE PERMANENT, PROVIDING LASTING SPENDING POWER FOR 
ACADEMIC PRIORITIES, SUCH AS THOSE FUNDED BY THE MCCORMACKS. 
CAMPAIGN VICTORY: 
• THE MCCORMACKS' COMMITMENT, MADE IN JUNE 2003, OFFICIALLY 
MOVED THE FNE· YEAR INVESTING IN THE SPIRIT CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
ABOVE THE $100 MILLION MARK, AND THE FINAL CAMPAIGN TOTAL NOW 
STANDS AT $102 MILLION. 
• SINCE THE MCCORMACKS' GIFT FUNDED TWO PROFESSORSHIPS- ONE OF 
THE MOST [MPORTANT PRIORITIES WITHIN THE CAMPAIGN-IT IS TRULY 
FITTING THAT THIS GIFT WAS THE ONE THAT BROUGHT THE CAMPAIGN 
ABOVE THE $100 MILLION LEVEL. 
• THE FlVE·YEAR CAMPAIGN BEGAN ON JULY I, 1998, WITH A GOALOF $78 
MILLION. IT FOCUSED ON THE PEOPLE, PLACES, AND PROGRAMS WHICH 
DEFINE THE WESTERN EXPERIENCE, AND SPECIFIC GOALS WERE SET IN 
EACH AREA. THE CAMPAIGN WAS INITIATED TO PROVIDE THE FINANCIAL 
CAPACITY REQUIRED TO SUPPORT THE CHALLENGING THE SPIRIT 
STRATEGIC PLAN AND THE UNIVERSITY'S VISION TO "BE THE BEST 
COMPREHENSNE UNIVERSITY IN KENTUCKY AND AMONG THE BEST IN 
THE NATION." ACADEMIC QUALITY WAS THIS DRIVING MOTIVATION FOR 
WESTERN AND FOR OUR GENEROUS DONORS. 
• THE $78 MILLION GOAL WAS ACHIEVED IN MAY 2002-A FULL YEAR 
EARLY-AND AN ENHANCED GOAL OF 890 MILLION WAS SET. THE 
INVESTING IN THE SPIRIT CAMPAIGN SURFASSED $90 MILLION IN APRIL 
2003, WITH THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FROCKT FAMILY PROFESSORSHIP 
IN HISTORY. DR. AND MRS. MCCORMACK'S GIFT WAS CONFIRMED IN JUNE 
2003, AND MOVED THE TOTAL OVER THE $100 MILLION MARK. 
o THE INVESTING IN THE SPIRIT CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN ABOUT MORE THAN 
JUST DOLLARS RAISED. IT HAS GENERATED IMMEASURABLE ENERGY 
AND ADRENALINE THROUGHOUT THE CAMPUS AND THE WESTERN 
FAMILY OF FACULTY, STAFF, STUDENTS, ALUMNI, FRIENDS, AND THE 
GROWING POPULATION WHO WANT TO BE PART OF THIS UNIVERSITY 
FAMILY IT HAS PROVEN THAT WESTERN CAN BE AMBITIOUS AND 
SUCCESSFUL. OUR SIGHTS HAVE BEEN RA1SED. NATIONAL PROMINENCE 
lS NOT ONLY NOW POSSfBLE- IT IS EMINENT. WE CAN NOW BEGIN TO BE 
COMPETITIVE WITH THE BEST COMPREHENSIVE UNIVERSITIES IN 
AMERICA FOR THE BEST FACULTY AND STUDENTS. INSTITUTIONAL 
CONFlDENCE AND ORGANIZATIONAL SELF ESTEEM ARE H1GH LARGELY 
BECAUSE OF THE INVESTMENTS MADE IN WESTERN THROUGHOUT TH1S 
CAMPAIGN. IT IS GRATIFYING THAT SOME OF OUR MOST SIGNlFICANT 
GIFTS HAVE COME FROM NON-ALUMNI. DON VITALE SERVED AS CO-
CHAIR OF THE CAMPAIGN BECAUSE HE KNEW THE IMPACT ITS SUCCESS 
WOULD HAVE ON THIS COMMUNITY AND REGION. MARY NIXON SERVED 
AS CO-CHAIR BECAUSE SHE EMBRACED THE VISION AND UNDERSTOOD 
THE POTENTIAL JUST WAITING TO BUST OUT ACROSS THIS CAMPUS. THIS 
IS A MILESTONE, A TURNING POINT FOR WESTERN. IT IS A LAUNCHING 
PAD FOR A VERY PROMISING FUTURE. THANKS TO THE HARD WORK OF 
OUR VOLUNTEERS, THECAMPAlGN W1LL HAVE A LASTING LEGACY ON 
OUR CAMPUS. 
LET ME REFLECT ON SOME OF THE NUMBERS ACHIEVED: 
DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS, WESTERN HAS: 
• lNCREASED ANNUAL CASH DEPOSITS FROM $3 MILLION TO MORE THAN 
$12 MILLION PER YEAR. 
• FUNDED 27 NEW ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIPS AND CHAIRS IN A NUMBER 
OF IMPORTANT ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES, RANGING FROM ENGINEERING, 
TO BUSINESS, TO MUSIC. 
• RAlSED $29 MILLION FOR NEW ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE WKU 
FOUNDATION AND THE COLLEGE HEIGHTS FOUNDATION. 
• MORE THAN DOUBLED THE OVERALL ENDOWMENT FROM $24 MILLION TO 
$54 MILLION. 
• INCREASED MEMBERSHlP IN THE PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE BY 282 PERCENT, 
FROM 376 MEMBERS IN 1998 TO 1,438 MEMBERS IN 2003. THE PRESIDENT'S 
CIRCLE RECOGNIZES DONORS WHO ANNUALLY CONTRIBUTE $1,000 OR 
MORE TO WKU. 
• A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE CREATION OF 27 ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIPS 
AND CHAIRS ESTABLISHED AT WKU SINCE 1998 IS THE $12 MILLION IN 
MATCHING SUPPORT WKU HAS RECEIVED FROM THE STATE THROUGH 
THE BUCKS FOR BRAINS PROGRAM. THROUGH THREE ROUNDS OF 
MATCHING MONEY, WKU IS TH E ONLY UN IVERSITY TO FULLY MATCH ITS 
ALLOTMENT AND CLAIM THE FULL AMOUNT AS SOON AS IT BECAME 
AVAILABLE. SUCH IS THE CASE WITH THIS THIRD ROUND WHICH WILL BE 
A VAILABLE IN OCTOBER. 
IN 1998, A JOURNEY STARTED TO TRANSFORM WESTERN THROUGH THE 
CHALLENGING THE SPIRIT STRATEGIC PLAN. THAT PLAN WAS TANGIBLY MADE 
POSSrBLE BY THE INVESTING IN THE SPIRIT CAMPAIGN. THOUSANDS OF 
INDIVIDUALS HAVE RESPONDED GENEROUSLY EACH GIFT HAS STRENGTHENED 
THE WESTERN EXPERIENCE AND WESTERN' S PURSUIT OF NATIONAL 
PROMINENCE. EACH DONOR HAS MADE A LASTING IMPACT ON CURRENT AND 
FUTURE GENERATIONS OF WESTERN STUDENTS. TO EACH PERSON WHO HAS 
INVESTED IN THE SPIRIT, WE SAY THANK YOU. IN FACT, WE SAY 102 MILLION 
THANK YOUS! 
